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Current Research at GCDS

Welcome to GCDS!!

Dr.Daniel Petrie
Assistant Professor

FACS/HDFS

  Total Participants 

Family Visits Complete

BIRC Visits Complete

  July Participants

Wave 1 Wave 2
    recruited  292          scheduled  114

 102

 277    93

recruited  7          scheduled 11

282

Submitted Grants:
NIMH Grant: Rural Social Ecology, Neural
Embedding, and Socioaffective Risk &
Resilience Among Early Adolescents: ~2.8M

Upcoming submissions:
R01- Hormones

Grants in operation:
ABCD  ~2.1M
BRANCH ~2.2M

 UGA Today featured the recent publication in Psychoneuroendocrinology by
graduate student Avary Evans that highlights the “Links between hormonal
and pubertal development, and adolescent females’ risk for affective symptoms.”
 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306453026001095

 GCDS research was featured in the recent issue of Bulldog Beat Newsletter titled,
"UGA’s Impact: Meaningful Discoveries.”  
 https://impact.uga.edu/science-of-stress/?utm_source=li&utm_medium=news&utm_campaign=impact

Conferences/Workshops

Dr Assaf Oshri presented current research at the Suicide Research Conference held in NYC, 7-
9 July 2026.  Title of presentation: “ Neurodevelopmental risk for adolescent suicidal ideations in
salience network subcortical connectivity: The moderating role of the built and social
environment “

Workshops attended by GCDS members:
UMass virtual Stress Biomarkers workshop 
Designing Ambulatory Assessment Studies
GIMME (Group Iterative Multiple Model Estimation) workshop taught by Dr. Kathleen Gates

BRANCH study progress

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306453026001095
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/psychoneuroendocrinology
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/psychoneuroendocrinology
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/psychoneuroendocrinology


The GCDS FACE Team, led by Kimberly Bennett
has been busy staying engaged with the community
and retaining research participants for the next wave
of the BRANCH study.

Steps underway to start a new GCDS Community
Advisory Board to build a community partnership
for research 

Student Trainee Spotlight

Family and Community Engagement

Congratulations to URA of the Month !      

Science Spot
Graduate students and staff lead weekly meetings
to discuss selected scientific articles and ongoing
research.  July topics were: 

BRANCH Wave 2 

BRANCH study participants visit the BIRC
where data is collected using Functional Near-
Infrared Spectroscopy (fNIRS) and
Videoplethysmography (VPG)

Riya Sheth is a junior majoring in
psychology.  She consistently demonstrates

enthusiasm and initiative during
participant visits. Riya is a valued member

of the GCDS data collection team. 

Summer URAs competed their research
papers and submitted to mentors
A seminar/ Q &A session was held by 2
medical student interns for URAs pursuing
medical school
24 CURO URAs will be joining GCDS for
Fall semester

Some recent outreach events:

7/11 Howard Park Community Resource Fair -
Clarke County 
7/18 2026 Morgan County Back-to-School Rally &
Early Literacy Bash
7/29 MART Back-to-School Rally- Madison County

Feiyu Wang— BRANCH W2 Sleep Actigraphy
Processing Overview
Avary Evans : Separating Hormonal and Milestone
Effects on Adolescent Psychopathology
Katie Harmeyer — Proposed Analysis: GIMME
Subgrouping of Frontoparietal to Amygdalar
Connectivity in BRANCH
Lauren Holley — Opioid Education in Rural
Georgia


	Newsletter            July 2026
	Welcome to GCDS!!
	Current Research at GCDS
	Conferences/Workshops

	BRANCH study progress
	Wave 1
	Total Participants
	Family Visits Complete
	BIRC Visits Complete
	July Participants

	Wave 2



	Student Trainee Spotlight
	Congratulations to URA of the Month !
	Summer URAs competed their research papers and submitted to mentors
	A seminar/ Q &A session was held by 2 medical student interns for URAs pursuing medical school
	24 CURO URAs will be joining GCDS for Fall semester
	Riya Sheth is a junior majoring in psychology.  She consistently demonstrates enthusiasm and initiative during participant visits. Riya is a valued member of the GCDS data collection team.

	Family and Community Engagement
	The GCDS FACE Team, led by Kimberly Bennett has been busy staying engaged with the community and retaining research participants for the next wave of the BRANCH study.
	Steps underway to start a new GCDS Community Advisory Board to build a community partnership for research
	BRANCH Wave 2
	BRANCH study participants visit the BIRC  where data is collected using Functional Near-Infrared Spectroscopy (fNIRS) and Videoplethysmography (VPG)



	Science Spot
	Graduate students and staff lead weekly meetings to discuss selected scientific articles and ongoing research.  July topics were:
	Feiyu Wang— BRANCH W2 Sleep Actigraphy Processing Overview Avary Evans : Separating Hormonal and Milestone Effects on Adolescent Psychopathology Katie Harmeyer — Proposed Analysis: GIMME Subgrouping of Frontoparietal to Amygdalar Connectivity in BRANCH Lauren Holley — Opioid Education in Rural Georgia


